OF COMMERCE 





Washington, D.C. 














HIGHLIGHTS 


April 12 - 18, 1992 
Cool weather prevailed north of a stationary frontal 
boundary that extended from the central Plains to the 
Middle Atlantic States. Precipitation was sparse until 
midweek, when storms converged on the Nation’s midsection 
to produce turbulent weather. Early in the week, cold 
air swept eastward across the Northern Tier States, 
plunging a dozen locations to daily record lows, in- 
cluding Devil’s Lake, ND (4°F), and Marquette, MI (-1°F). 
In contrast, daily record highs were set in more than 20 
cities from the Plains to the Southeast. Pueblo, CO, and 
Montgomery, AL, reached 88°F. At midweek, disturbances 
approached the Plains from the southwest and the 
northwest. The latter storm first lashed the Pacific 
Northwest and the northern Rockies with heavy rain and 
high winds. Brookings, OR, received more than 3 inches 
of rain, and 47 mph wind gusts buffeted Spokane, WA. 
From Wednesday evening onward, the other storm ignited 
daily severe thunderstorms in the southern Plains. Texas 
absorbed 15 tornadoes and locally heavy rain. On Friday, 
more than 5 inches of rain soaked Victoria, TX. A day 
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al 
earlier, Lawton, OK, received more than 4 inches. 
Farther east, the stationary front provided the focus 
for heavy rain and snow. More than 2 inches of rain 
eased long-term drought in parts of Indiana and Ohio. 
Meanwhile, snowfall totaled 7 inches in Portland, ME. 
Toward week’s end, colder air swirled into the 
northern storm’s circulation, changing rain to snow 
from the central Rockies to the northern Plains. 
Accumulations reached 8 inches in Winter Park, CO, and 
13 inches in Lead, SD. 





Contents 


Highlights & Total Precipitation Map 

Average Temperature & Departure Maps 

Extreme Maximum & Minimum Temperature Maps ... 

Total Growing Degree Days & Departure Maps ... 

National Weather Data for Selected Cities ... 

National Agricultural Summary 

Crop Progress and Condition Tables 

State Summaries of Weather and Agriculture ... 

Soybean Planting Date Map 

International Weather and Crop Summary 

Subscription and Mailing Permit Information & 
Western U.S. Rainy Season Summary 














Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 


April 21, 1992 





Average Temperature(°F) 


APR 12-18, 1992 











Departure of Average Temperature from Normal(°F) 


APR 12-18, 1992 











April 21, 1992 


Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 





Extreme Maximum Temperature(°F) 


APR 12-18, 1992 











Extreme Minimum Temperature(°F) 


APR 12-18, 1992 








Based on preliminary data 


2 
oe 3 
CLIMATE ANALYSIS CENTER, NOAA 
y Computer generated isotherms 
4 
U 


* 





Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin April 21, 1992 








TOTAL GROWING DEGREE DAYS (CORN) 
MAR 1-APR 18,1992 





CORN 


COMPUTED TO 50°F BASE WITH DAILY 
MAXIMUM TEMPERATURE LIMITED TO 86°F 
OR LESS AND DAILY MINIMUM TO 50°F 
OR MORE. 


NOAACUSDA AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY 
Based on preliminary reports 














GROWING DEGREE DEPARTURE FROM NORMAL 
MAR 1-APR 18,1992 


88 STIPPLED AREAS ABOVE 188 GDDs 
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National Weather Data for Selected Cities 


Weather Data for the Week Ending April 18, 1992 





RELATIVE NUMBER OF DAYS 
TEMPERATURE °F PRECIPITATION HUMIDITY 
PERCENT | TEMP. °F | PRECIP. 





STATES 





AND 


STATIONS 


AVERAGE 
MAXIMUM 
AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 
EXTREME 
AVERAGE 
DEPARTURE 
FROM NORMAL 
WEEKLY 
TOTAL, IN. 
DEPARTURE 
FROM NORMAL 
GREATEST IN 
24-HOUR, IN. 
TOTAL, IN., 
SINCE Mar 1 
PCT. NORMAL 
SINCE Mar 1 
TOTAL, IN., 
SINCE Jan 1 
PCT. NORMAL 
SINCE Jan 1 
AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 

90 AND ABOVE 
32 AND BELOW 
.01 INCH 

OR MORE 

50 INCH 

OR MORE 
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Based on 1951-80 normals. 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending April 18, 1992 


RELATIVE ]NUMBER OF DAYS 
TEMPERATURE °F PRECIPITATION HUMIDITY | 


PERCENT § TEMP. °F | PRECIP. 








STATES 





AND 
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FROM NORMAL 
GREATEST IN 
24-HOUR, IN. 


TOTAL, IN., 
PCT. NORMAL 
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AVERAGE 
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SINCE Jan 1 
AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 

90 AND ABOVE 
32 AND BELOW 
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OR MORE 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending April 18, 1992 


RELATIVE |NUMBER OF DAYS 
TEMPERATURE °F PRECIPITATION HUMIDITY , 
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National Agricultural Summary 


Boril i3°- 19, 2332 


HIGHLIGHTS: Numerous 


thunderstorms 


visited the 


Mississippi and Ohio Valleys, delaying field work but 


improving crop prospects. 
northern and central Great Plains, 
lack of soil moisture remains a concern. 


Rains largely missed the 
however, where 
Above- 


normal temperatures in all but the Nation’s northeast 
quadrant promoted good forage and crop development. 


SMALL GRAINS: Winter wheat condition ratings 
for the 19 major producing States remained 
mostly good to fair. Some improvement in the 
ratings was noted in the Central States, but 
over 30 percent (%) of the acreage in Illinois, 
Indiana, Missouri, and South Dakota remained in 
very poor or poor condition. Progress of winter 
wheat heading reached 13% complete in the 19 
major States, compared with 14% last year and 8% 
for the 5-year average. Higher temperatures 
advanced winter wheat heading sharply in the 
Southern States, with progress jumping 25 
percentage points or more in California, 
Georgia, and Oklahoma. Heading progress was, 
however, still behind normal in the Atlantic 
Coast States. Spring wheat planting was 34% 
complete in the five major States, 1 point ahead 
of last year and 8 points ahead of the historic 
average. Planting progress was well ahead of 
normal in Idaho, Montana, and South Dakota. 
Spring barley planting was well along in the 
Pacific Northwest, past the midway point in the 
northern Rocky Mountains, and gaining momentum 
in the northern Great Plains. Some barley was 
lodged due to excessive moisture in California, 
as additional heavy rains fell in the northern 
part of the State. The Pacific coast rains were 
very timely, however, for newly seeded spring 
grains in Oregon and Washington. 


CORN: Corn planting progressed to 9% complete 
in the 17 major producing States, 2 points ahead 
of last year, and 3 points ahead of the average. 
Planting was in full swing in the Southern 
States and in the early stages in the Central 
States. Planting had yet to begin in the 
northernmost States, and wet field conditions 
limited progress of field preparations. 


COTTON: Cotton planting reached 15% complete in 
the 14 major producing States, 2 points ahead of 
last year, but 1 point behind the average. 
Progress was fairly normal in all major States, 
with planting in full swing in the West and 
gaining momentum in the Delta and Southeast. 


GRAIN SORGHUM: Grain sorghum planting advanced 
to 20% complete in the 12 major States, compared 
with 18% last year and 17% average. Planting 
was in full swing in central Texas, and good 
progress was made in the Delta. Planting was 
well ahead of schedule in Arkansas and beginning 
in Missouri, Oklahoma, and New Mexico. 


RICE: Progress continued to outpace both last 
year and the 5-year average, reaching 53% 
complete in the five major producing States, 31 
percentage points ahead of last year, and 29 
points ahead of the historic average. Planting 


continued to progress much faster than normal in 
the Delta, while rains along Texas’ Upper Coast 
region slowed progress somewhat. Northern 
California’s rains slowed field preparation and 
stubble burning. 


OTHER FIELD CROPS: Alfalfa and oat hay cutting 
continued in the Southwest, and some alfalfa seed 
was mowed in California. Winter and early-spring 
potato harvests continued in the Southwest and 
Southeast. Spring potato planting was nearly 
complete in North Carolina, while summer and fall 
potato planting became active further up the 
Atlantic Coast. Fall potato planting continued 
in the Pacific Northwest and was nearly half 
complete in Washington. Sugar beet planting 
continued in full swing in the Rocky Mountain 
States, and was beginning in North Dakota and 
Minnesota. Dry pea and lentil planting continued 
to progress ahead of normal in the Palouse region 
of the Pacific Northwest. 


FRUIT AND NUTS: Arizona and southern California 
citrus harvests continued with mostly dry 
weather. California navel orange picking was 
well along, and Valencia picking was underway. 
Florida’s Valencia harvest was in full swing, 
while grapefruit and tangerine movement slowed. 
Georgia peaches were in full bloom, early fruits 
were blooming in Oregon, and apple petals were 
beginning to fall in Washington. Frost damage 
was reported in Oregon east of the Cascades, with 
apricots, cherries, and walnuts affected. Maple 
sugaring continued throughout New England and 
northern New York. 


VEGETABLES: Artichoke harvest remained active 
along California’s central coast, and asparagus 
cutting in the Sacramento Delta and Salinas and 
Sacramento Valleys. Broccoli, cauliflower, 
celery, and lettuce harvests continued in 
California, and onion digging commenced in the 
Imperial Valley. Planting of sweet corn, melons, 
peppers, and tomatoes continued in the State. 
Florida vegetable harvests were active as only 
scattered showers were received. Florida’s 
volume leaders were tomatoes, potatoes, sweet 
corn, cucumbers, peppers, and cabbage. Onion 
planting was well along in the West, while 
harvest was starting in Georgia. Planting of 
summer vegetables increased in the central 
Atlantic Coast States, and planting of cold 
tolerant vegetables was undertaken further north. 


PASTURES AND LIVESTOCK: Additional rains 
enhanced range and pasture conditions in the West 
and South-Central States, with good to excellent 
conditions predominant. Calving and lambing 
continued, though well along, across the West. 
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Crop Progress 


for the Week Ending April 19, 1992 


COTTON CORN GRAIN SORGHUM 
(Percent Planted) (Percent Planted) (Percent Planted) 


Current Last Wk 1991 Avg. Current Last Wk 1991 Avg. Current Last Wk 
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These 14 States produced 99% of the 


1991 cotton crop. These 12 States produced 98% of the 


1991 grain sorghum crop. 
These 17 States produced 94% of the 
1991 corn crop. 


Crop Condition 
(Percent) 


inane ws for the Week Ending April 19, 1992 





Current Last Wk WINTER WHEAT 
AR 66 20 7 
tA $8 é 50 WINTER WHEAT 


MS 38 18 12 (Percent Headed) 
TX 56 46 63 


5 States 53 25 22 
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These 5 States produced 97% of the 75 50 
1991 rice crop. 
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These 5 States produced 87% of the These 19 States produced 92% of the 
1991 spring wheat crop. 


1991 winter wheat crop. 
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State Summaries of Weather and Agriculture 


These summaries provide brief descriptions of crop 
and weather conditions important on a national 
scale. More detailed data are available in Weather 
and Crop Bulletins published each Monday by NASS 
State Statistical Offices in cooperation with the 
National Weather Service. 


ALABAMA : Rainfall under 0.50 in.; over 1.00 CALIFORNIA’ Rain northern half first two days. 
in. local areas. Temperatures 2 to 7° above High pressure followed. Frontal system late in 
normal. Highs low to mid 80s north; mid to week affected north end, Sierra mountains. Gusty 
upper 80s central, south. Lows near 50° most offshore winds over weekend. 
areas; mid 50s coast. Field activities slowed, rains previous 
Days suitable for fieldwork 6.1. Soil weekend; gained momentum as soils dried. Small 
moisture 27% short, 71% adequate, 2% surplus. grains excellent growth. Irrigation, aphid 
Mostly dry weather provided excellent treatments ongoing. Barley lodging some areas, 
conditions for fieldwork progress. Plantings excessive moisture. Rice field preparation, 
for most major row crops jumped ahead of stubble burning slowed, wet conditions. Cotton 
normal. Acreage intended for spring planting planting continued; many fields emerging. 
74% prepared, 71% 1991, 66% avg. Fieldwork Alfalfa, oats, forage mixes cut hay, green 
progress 74% on schedule; 19% behind normal, 6 hopped. Alfalfa seed mowed, irrigated, treated 
days avg.; 7% ahead of normal, 8 days avg. weeds. Corn, safflower planted, irrigated. New 
Corn 73% planted, 66% 1991, 68% avg. Sorghum crop sugar beets sprayed aphids; harvest over 
13% planted, 17% 1991, 16% avg. Cotton 24% wintered beets progressed. Artichoke harvest 
planted, 18% 1991, 23% avg. Peanuts 11% active central coast. Asparagus cutting started 
planted, 10% 1991, 9% avg. Winter wheat 51% Firebaugh district, continued Sacramento Valley, 
headed, 67% 1991, 54% avg.; 5% turning color, Delta, Salinas Valley areas. Broccoli movement 
8% 1991, 11% avg.; conditions 1% poor, 34% heavy Salinas Watsonville, Santa Maria, good 
fair, 63% good, 2% excellent. Livestock feed quality. Cauliflower supplies moderate Salinas 
now obtained from pastures 73%. Pastures 2% Watsonville, fairly light Santa Maria, variable 
poor, 30% fair, 64% good, 4% excellent. quality. Celery harvest continued south 
Livestock 22% fair, 718% good. Primary districts, excellent quality. Iceberg lettuce 
activities: Preparing land for’ spring harvested Kern Tulare, Westside areas, excellent 
planting; planting corn, sorghum, cotton, quality. Volume seasonally increasing Salinas 
peanuts, summer potatoes, vegetables; applying Watsonville, fairly light Santa Maria, good 
fertilizer, herbicides; scouting wheat, potato quality. Leaf, Romaine lettuce harvest 
fields; testing soil; general care, feeding of moderate, good quality Salinas Watsonville. 
jivestock, poultry, catfish. Onion digging started Imperial Valley. Fall 
potato movement, Tulelake Butte Valley, moderate 
ARIZONA: Sunny, warm statewide for period to light. Winter potato harvest continued south 
except few showers, east, 13th, north, central district. Spinach harvest on-going some central 
15th, north, east 16th, 18th. Rainfall none valley areas. Strawberries being picked central 
west to 0.11 northeast. Temperature 1 to 10° coast, south, East side districts, variable 
above normal. Extremes 29°; 91°, higher quality. Planting continued for sweet corn, 
elevations, 41°; 98° deserts. melons, peppers, tomatoes, sweetpotatoes, 
Cotton planted 40%, 34% 1991, 67% avg. Additional rains enhanced range pasture. 
Activities seedbed preparations, pre- Conditions good to excellent. Stock ponds 
irrigation. Alfalfa condition mostly good; filling. Cattle movement light. Supplemental 
weeds moderate, insects light statewide, feeding light. Bees moved into fields. 
except east heavy; harvest, moderate. Small 
grains heading, 81%, 84% 1991, 85% avg.; COLORADO: Record high temperatures 13th at 
turning coor, 20%, 25% 1991, 26% avg. several locations near eastern foothills, San 
Condition excellent. Oranges, grapefruit Luis Valley. Widespread showers 14th through 
harvested west, central. Peaches harvested 16th mainly in the east. Light rain on eastern 
west. Lettuce, red potatoes, tangerines, mixed plains 18th with heavy snow in mountains. 
vegetables harvested, central. Temperatures 4 to 8° above average. 
Days suitable for fieldwork 5.1. Soil moisture 
ARKANSAS : Temperatures above normal, 1% very short, 25% short, 70% adequate, 4% 
scattered showers later part of week, heaviest surplus. Barley seeded 48%, 37% 1991, 46% avg.; 
in northeast. Extremes 38°; 90°. Rainfall none emerged 30%. Oats seeded 54%, 43% 1991, 39% 
be 2.76: in. avg.; emerged 26%. Spring wheat seeded 31%, 15% 
Days suitable for fieldwork 7. Wheat fair to 1991, 19% avg.; emerged 7%. Dry onions planted 
good. Fungicide applied to some fields in east 76%, 61% 1991, 65% avg. Corn planted 2%, 1% 
central to control rust, septoria leaf blotch. 1991, 1% avg. Sugarbeets planted 60%, 69% 1991, 
Rice planting is ahead of schedule. Corn and 50% avg. Winter wheat 1% very poor, 3% poor, 21% 
Sorghum planting continues. Soil preparation fair, 62% good, 13% excellent. Cows calved, 
in full swing. Some cotton has already been ewes lambed 81%, 86% respectively Livestock 
planted. Tomatoes were flowering. mostly good. Pasture, range feed good. 
Strawberries were beginning to bloom. 
Blueberries were being irrigated heavily in FLORIDA: Temperatures at or couple degrees 
Northwest. Pastures in fair to good condition. above normal. Highs: mid 80s. Lows: mid 40s, 
Pastures and hay fields behind in northwest due low 50s north, mid, upper 50s central, 60s 
to dry weather. Clover pastures in excellent south. Rainfall 0.25 to 0.7/5 in. ‘actoss west, 
condition in southwest. Livestock in good north, central. Local totals 1.00 or more in. 


condition. Producers spraying for tick, fly across south Florida. 
problems. 
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Soil moisture adequate to surplus Panhandle, 
northern Peninsula; short to adequate central 
Peninsula; mostly adequate southern Peninsula. 
Peanut planting becoming active. Farmers 
preparing to plant cotton. Corn planting 
virtually complete. Cool weather slowing 
growth corn, tobacco. Winter wheat, sugarcane 
making good progress. Citrus groves, trees 
near excellent condition. Moisture adequate, 
some low volume irrigation continues. Spring 
flush turning dark green and maturing. 
Valencia harvest in full swing. Grapefruit 
movement slowing as supplies are running low. 
Temple and Honey tangerine harvest almost over. 
Caretakers cutting cover crops and post bloom 
spraying. Near normal temperatures prevailed 
over major vegetable producing areas. Rainfall 
generally limited to scattered showers. Strong 
winds lowered crop condition, some areas. 
Harvest active. Volume leaders: tomatoes, 
potatoes, sweet corn, cucumbers, peppers, 
cabbage. Also available: snap beans, carrots, 
celery, eggplant, escarole, lettuce, 
radishes, squash. First Immokalee watermelons 
harvested. Palmetto-Ruskin tomato harvest 
underway. State’s pastures fair to good. 
Pasture ratings, 40% fair, 60% good. Moisture 
levels short to adequate. State’s cattle herds 
mostly good to excellent condition. 


GEORGIA: Warm, dry week. Temperatures 2 to 
6° above normal. Highs 80° northeast mountains, 
middle 80s few upper 80s south. Coolest lows 
40° northeast mountains, middle to upper 40s 
elsewhere. Rain 1 to 3 days north, 1 day or 
less central, south. Amounts under 0.33 in. 
north isolated spots over 1.00 in., less than 
0.10 in. central, south. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 
moisture 19% short, 79% adequate, 
Corn 31% fair, 65% good, 
44% fair, 56% good. 


sel Soil 
2% surplus. 
4% excellent. Cotton 
Sorghum 10% planted, 17% 
1991, 10% avg. Peanuts 37% fair, 63% good; 7% 
planted, 13% 1991, 13% avg. Soybeans 0% 
planted, 0% 1991, 1% avg. Tobacco 4% poor, 46% 
fair, 49% good, 1% excellent; 94% transplanted, 
99% 1991, 93% avg. Wheat 99% jointing, 100% 
1991, 100% avg.; 85% boot, 99% 1991, 95% avg.; 
Development week later than normal; few reports 
disease, hessian fly south. Other small grains 
27% fair, 72% good, 1% excellent. Onions 8% 
fair, 92% good; 7% harvested, 22% 1991, 25% 
avg. Watermelons 3% poor, 67% fair, 30% good; 
86% planted, 91% 1991, 91% avg. Other 
vegetables 10% poor, 39% fair, 51% good. 
Apples 10% fair, 90% good; 85% blooming, 95% 
1991, 97% avg. Peaches 1% poor, 29% fair, 70% 
good; 99% blooming, 100% 1991, 100% avg. 
Pastures good. Cattle, hogs good. Farmers 
preparing land for planting, planting row 
crops. Harvesting onions, disease control in 
wheat. 


HAWAII: Dry weather prevailed, contributing 
toward lower water supplies across the State. 
Some crop growing areas received light shower 
activity, more needed to replenish below normal 
soil moisture levels. Irrigation water 
restrictions continued Maui, Hawaii, hampering 
some new vegetable plantings, disrupting 
normal irrigation schedules. Temperatures 
high 50s to mid 80s. Insect population 
increase aided by dry, warm weather. Spray 
programs generally’effective. Rainfall none to 
O7-.S¢. in 

Days suitable for fieldwork 7.0. 


On Hawaii 
island, banana production 


continued near 


normal levels and papaya supplies continued 
lower. New season watermelon harvesting on 
Molokai light, fair quality. Sweet corn 
production increasing. Warmer weather benefited 
spring plantings. 


IDAHO: Statewide, temperatures 3 to 10° above 
normal. Precipitation fell across the State. 
Sandpoint, in the north, received the most with 
Oct in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5. Soil moisture 
15% very short, 25% short, 56% adequate, 4% 
surplus. Spring wheat emerged 54%, 19% 1991, 21% 
avg. Spring barley planted 76%, 49% 1991, 50% 
avg.; emerged 46%, 18% 1991, 22% avg. Oats 
planted 65%, 28% 1991, 35% avg. Sugarbeets 
planted 96%, 85% 1991, 81% avg. Potatoes planted 
11%, 13% 1991, 12% avg. Onions planted 99%, 99% 
1991, 88% avg. Lentils planted 78%, 5% 1991, 22% 
avg. Dry peas planted 76%, 13% 1991, 29% avg. 
Irrigation water supplies 16% very poor, 24% 
poor, 29% fair, 31% good. Activities: weed 
control, fertilizing, seeding spring crops. 
Pasture, range condition 78% of normal. Hay, 
roughage supplies mostly adequate. Calving 93% 
complete. Lambing 95% complete. Livestock 
reported in good condition. 


ILLINOIS: State experienced warm weather 
accompanied by numerous showers, thunderstorms 
throughout the week. Temperatures 40 to 80° with 
average temperatures of 47 to 67° across the 
State. Precipitation 1.00 in. to as much as 3.00 
in. in some locations. Flooding was especially 
noted in central sections of State. 

Winter wheat 25% good, 40% fair, 17% poor, 18% 
very poor. Alfalfa 38% good, 54% fair, 8% poor. 
Soil moisture was mostly adequate. 


INDIANA: Temperatures 1 to 3° below normal 
north, 2 to 9° above normal central, south. 
Highs upper 50s north to 70s south. Lows, low 
40s north to 50s south. Precipitation 0.80 to 
3.00 in, 

Days suitable for 
short, 58% adequate, 41% surplus. Subsoil 26% 
short, 63% adequate, 11% surplus. Spring 
cropland 76% tilled, 70% 1991, 76% avg. Wheat 6 
in. Waigh; .9 in. 1991, 8 in. avd. Wheat 27% 
jointed, 27% 1991, 27% avg. Oats 66% seeded, 55% 
1991, 61% avg. Clover 76% seeded, 73% 1991, 76% 
avg. Hay, roughage 14% very short, 45% short, 
39% adequate, 2% surplus. Pasture 3% poor, 90% 
fair, 7% good. Warmer temperatures improved 
pasture conditions. 


fieldwork 2.7. Topsoil 1% 


IOWA: Temperatures 2° below normal northwest, 
3° above southeast. Extremes 34°; 65°. 
Precipitation 0.41 in to 4.76 in; state average 
1.77 in more than twice the weekly normal. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 3.1. Topsoil 2% 
short, 73% adequate, 25% surplus. Subsoil 1% 
short, 87% adequate, 12% surplus. Winter wheat 
6% very poor, 24% poor, 42% fair, 25% good, 3% 
excellent. Pasture condition 86% of normal. Oat 
85% sown, 71% 1991, 77% avg. Oats 20% emerged, 
15% 1991, 15% avg. Corn 3% planted, 1% 1991, 1% 
avg. Seedbed preparation 65% completed, 60% 
1991, 66% avg. Fertilizer application 70% 
completed, 58% 1991, 65% avg. Livestock were in 
mostly good condition. 


KANSAS : No weather data available. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.0. Topsoil 37% 
short, 54% adequate, 9% surplus. Subsurface 
moisture 38% short, 62% adequate. Wheat 
continues develop ahead of schedule. Short 
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moisture stressing dryland stands southwest, 
west central, south central. Insects, diseases 
present but not at treatment levels. Corn 
planting good progress. No stands emerged yet. 
Some sorghum planted southeast. Most pasture 
burning complete; good regrowth noted. Ranges, 
pastures furnish increased amounts roughage 
requirements. Alfalfa weevils causing 
problems scattered localities. 


KENTUCRY: High temperatures upper 70s north, 
mid 80s south. Low temperatures 30s. Tempera- 
tures 6 to 12° above normal. Rainfall 0.50 in. 
below normal. Far west areas 1.25 in., slightly 
above normal, southeast 0.10 to 0.30 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 4.8. Fieldwork 1 
day behind normal. Soil moisture 47% short, 49% 
adequate, 4% surplus. Tobacco plants up 71% 
seeded beds, 72% 1991, 67% avg. Plants vary, 
almost ready to set to just sowing. Condition 
plant beds 2% very poor, 7% poor, 48% fair, 41% 
good, 2% excellent. Farmers far western Ky have 
over 50% corn planted. Wheat recovering from 
previous freezes. Wheat 9% poor, 26% fair, 58% 
good, 7% excellent. Barley crop 1% very poor, 
1% poor, 58% fair, 39% good, 1% excellent. 
Alfalfa damaged by previous freezes. Hay 
harvest later than normal. Over two thirds 
alfalfa has some alfalfa weevil. Pasture 
condition 83% normal. 


LOUISIANA: Weather data not available. 

Days suitable for fieldwork ee Soil 
moisture 14% short, 71% adequate, 15% surplus. 
Corn 63% fair, 37% good; 93% planted, 94% 
1991, 80% avg.; 77% emerged, 87% 1991, 61% avg. 
Rice 43% emerged, 36% 1991, 32% avg. Top 
dressing, weed control, active, southwest. Hay 
3% first cutting, 3% 1991, 2% .avg. Spring 
plowing 79% complete, 67% 1991, 66% avg. 
Sorghum 10% emerged, 40% 1991, 15% avg. 
Sugarcane 19% fair, 81% good. Fertilizing, 
herbicide spraying, active. Sweet potatoes 0% 
planted, 4% 1991, 3% avg. Wheat 6% poor, 36% 
fair, 58% good; 91% headed, 79% 1991, 80% avg; 
9% turning color, 7% 1991, 4% avg. Livestock 
22% fair, 76% good, 2% excellent. Pasture 3% 
very poor, 6% fair, 90% good, 1% excellent. 
Fertilizing, active. Vegetables, 3% poor, 46% 
fair, 51% good. Strawberry, crawfish 
harvesting, active. 


MARYLAND & DELAWARE: 
itation 0.13 in. Temperature 56.5°, 
544°. Extremes 23°: €5°. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.8. Topsoil 53% 
short, 47% adequate. Subsoil 32% short, 68% 
adequate. Potatoes 54% planted, 56% 1991, 78% 
avg. Green peas 66% planted, 73% 1991, 84% avg. 
Potatoes 54% planted, 56% 1991, 78% avg. Spring 
oats 55% planted, 64% 1991, 76% avg. Field 
preparation 40%, 57% 1991, 58% avg. Small 
grains mostly good condition, barley beginning 
to head. Pastures in fair condition except 
western counties very poor to poor due to late 
cold weather. Hay demand high, short to 
adequate supply. Peaches 43%, apples 30%, 
Strawberries 16% blooming. Activities: 
Beginning to plant corn, sweet corn, melons, 
Snap beans; tobacco, sweet potato beds mostly 
planted; tune-up & repair machinery; preparing 
to apply N to small grain; marketing, caring 
for livestock. 
DELAWARE: Precipitation 0.11 in. Temperature 
93.3°, normal 54.4°. Extremes 32°; 84°. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.9. Topsoil 33% 
short, 56% adequate, 11% surplus. Subsoil 78% 


MARYLAND: Precip- 


normal 


short, 22% adequate. Green peas 72% planted, 60% 
1991, 55% avg. Field preparation 74%, 40% 1991, 
36% avg. Spring oats 83% planted, 43% 1991, 9% 
avg. Potatoes 72% planted, 78% 1991, 71% avg. 
Green peas 72% planted, 60% 1991, 55% avg. Small 
grains good condition, none heading. Pastures in 
mostly excellent condition. Hay demand strong. 
Peaches 64% and apples 36% blooming. Activities: 
Planting green peas, spring oats; planting corn, 
sweet corn; beginning to plant melons, snap 
beans; preparing to apply N to small grain; 
marketing, caring for livestock. 


MICHIGAN: Temperatures 5 to 10° below normal. 
Extremes -1°; 79°. Precipitation none to 2.34 
in. across the State. Cool temperatures, rain 
were the trends in States weather last week. 

Most fields are too wet, muddy to start spring 
planting. Livestock are doing well. Feed 
supplies are good in most areas. Pastures are 
beginning to turn green. Deer are grazing on new 
growth in the _ fields. Major activities 
included: getting seeds, chemicals, fertilizer; 
keeping out of the mud; catching up on odd jobs; 
waiting for a chance to start planting. 


MINNESOTA: Temperatures 10° above normal to 
50° below normal. Extremes 10°; 68°. Precip- 
itation 0.43 to 1.61 in. for the State, AGéar 
normal to 1.00 in. above normal. Precipitation 
extremes 2.25 in. at Rochester; 0.25 in. at 
Pipestone. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 1.3. Topsoil 1% 
very short, 8% short, 67% adequate, 24% surplus. 
Subsoil 3% very short, 16% short, 68% adequate, 
13% surplus. Spring wheat 23% planted, 26% 1991, 
26% avg. Oats 25% seeded, 18% 1991, 37% avg. 
Barley 16% seeded, 23% 1991, 18% avg. Corn 10% 
ground prepared, 3% 1991, 13% avg. Soybean 4% 
ground prepared, 1% 1991, 6% avg. Sugarbeets 3% 
planted, 1% 1991, 13% avg. Potatoes 1% planted, 
0% 1991, 1% avg. Green peas 18% planted, 11% 
1991, 19% avg. Fall seeded small grains 36% 
dormant, 11% poor, 50% good, 3% excellent. 
Winter freeze damage; alfalfa 18% none, 56% 
light, 20% moderate, 6% severe; winter wheat 32% 
none, 48% light, 17% moderate, 3% severe; rye 
42% none, 46% light, 10% moderate, 2% severe. 


MISSISSIPPI: Weather data not available. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.6, 0.7 1991, 2.9 
avg. Soil moisture 7% very short, 38% short, 
55% adequate. Corn 72% planted, 58% 1991, 50% 
avg.; 41% emerged, 50% 1991, 36% avg.; 33% fair, 
65% good, 2% excellent. Cotton 6% planted, 6% 
1991, 4% avg.; 1% emerged, 3% 1991, 2% avg. 
Peanuts 8% planted, 14% 1991, 8% avg. Rice 38% 
planted, 12% 1991, 18% avg.; 16% emerged, 8% 
1991, 4% avg. Sorghum 26% planted, 30% 1991, 20% 
avg.; 6% emerged, 26% 1991, 10% avg. Sweet 
potatoes 4% planted, 5% 1991, 8% avg. Water- 
melons 55% planted, 65% 1991, 47% avg. Wheat 
95% jointing, 91% 1991, 96% avg.; 50% heading, 
61% 1991, 52% avg.; 44% fair, 56% good. Peaches 
17% very poor, 38% poor, 35% fair, 10% good. 
Livestock 22% fair, 74% good, 4% excellent. 
Pasture 89% of normal. Activities: Planting 
corn, preparing land for cotton. 


MISSOURI: Temperatures 5° above normal. 
Precipitation 2.06 in. with rainfall by area 
ranging from 1.50 in. northwestern, west 
central, central districts to over 3.00 in. 
south central. Several scattered, mostly 
southern counties received over 4.00 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 3.5. Topsoil 22% 
short, 65% adequate, 13% surplus. Ground worked 
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at least once for spring crops 73%, 76% 1991, 
65% avg. Oats sown 87%, 87% 1991, 84% avg. 
Corn planting ranges 10% northwestern, north 
central districts to 80% southeast. Sorghum 
planting 11% southeast, virtually none 
elsewhere. Wheat condition lowest north 
central, northeastern districts where majority 
poor to very poor. Very little wheat west 
central, southern districts in poor condition. 
Pasture 1% very poor, 16% poor, 54% fair, 29% 
good. 


MONTANA: Temperatures 6 to 8° above normal 
west, 1° below to 5° above normal east. 
Precipitation fell statewide, eastern third 
receiving 1.00 in. or more. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.8. Topsoil 56% 
short, 42% adequate, 2% surplus. Subsoil 53% 
short, 45% adequate, 2% surplus. Oats planted 
36%, 18% 1991, 21% avg. Sugarbeets planted 
50%, 50% 1991, 35% avg. Barley planted 54%, 
31% 1991, 29% avg. Calving 85% complete, 
lambing 69% complete. Pasture, range growth 
rate 22% slow, 57% average, 21% above average. 


NEBRASKA: Temperatures 3° above normal except 
extreme northeast where temperatures were a 
little below normal. Precipitation none in the 
southwest to 0.63 in. north central. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.4. Topsoil 14% 
short, 83% adequate, 3% surplus. Subsoil 20% 
short, 78% adequate, 2% surplus. Wheat 5% very 
poor, 16% poor, 47% fair, 32% good; wheat 
jointed 18%, 5% 1991, 4% avg. Oats sown 90%, 
85% 1991, 80% avg. Corn planted 3%, 2% 1991, 
3% avg. Pasture, range 87% of normal. Spring 
calving 88% complete. 


NEVADA : Weak low pressure brought widely 
scattered showers northern areas first of week. 
Strong cold front 17th created strong, gusty 
winds statewide, but little precipitation. 
Precipitation less that 0.10 in. north, none 
falling in south. Temperatures 5 to 10° above 
normal. Extremes 20°; 90°. 

Planting spring crops continues. Irrigation 
water from surface sources remains very short. 
Calving, lambing about 75% complete. Shearing 
of range flocks continues. Cattle, sheep 
movement to spring, summer ranges underway. 


NEW ENGLAND: Precipitation none to 0.10 in. 
northern Maine, 0.20 to 1.05 in. elsewhere 
north; 0.95 to 2.05 in. south. ‘Temperatures 
low to mid 30s north, mid 30s to low 40s south. 
Maximum temperatures mid 40s north to high 50s 
south; minimum temperatures 7° north to low 30s 
south. 

Major farm activities: 
maintenance, tending livestock, 
from storage. Maple 
throughout the region. 


General repairs, 
moving crops 


sugaring continued 


NEW JERSEY: Temperatures much below normal. 
Extremes. 21°; @1°. Rainfall 0.86 in. north, 
0.82 in. central; 0.60 in. south. Heaviest 24 
hour total 0.57 in. on 17th, 18th. Estimated 
soil moisture, in percent field capacity, 
averaged 100% north, 93% central, 88% south. 
Four inch soil temperatures averaged 44° north, 
46° central, 49° south. 

Field preparation, planting continued active 
where soil conditions permitted. Cool, damp 
weather continued to delay plant growth. Light 
harvest of spring greens. Planting of lettuce, 
sweet corn, cabbage, endive, escarole 
continued. Tomato transplanting began. Some 


asparagus cut. Peaches approached full bloom. 
Apple bud development advanced. Wintered over 
rye, wheat, pastures greened; made much growth. 
Potato planting neared completion. 


NEW MEXICO: Despite a late-week cold front, 
average weekly temperatures remained nearly 4 to 
6° above normal for most sections of the State. 
The northeastern plains had readings 8 to 10° 
above normal. Scattered to numerous showers, a 
few heavy thunderstorms were reported throughout 
the week. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.3. Soil moisture 

23% short, 77% adequate. Light hail and wind 
damage reported in south, northeastern portions 
of State. Light to moderate freeze damage in 
isolated areas across the _ State. Crop 
conditions: Alfalfa, 35% fair, 61% good, 4% 
excellent with first cutting active. Irrigated 
wheat, 20% fair, 80% good, dryland wheat 11% 
poor, 33% fair, 56% good. Percent of wheat crop 
heading is 15%. Chile 20% fair, 80% good. 
Onions, lettuce both in good condition. Cattle 
fair to good; sheep poor to _ good. Range 
condition 91% of normal. 
NEW YORK : Temperatures below normal. Extremes 
11°; 58°. Precipitation below normal from St. 
Lawrence Valley to northern Champlain Valley 
with amounts less than 0.50 in.; elsewhere above 
normal. Extreme 3.29 in. at Boonville. Some 
snow fell on 15th with isolated amounts of 3 to 
5 in. in some northern places. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 2.3. 
mostly adequate to surplus. 
slowed plowing, planting, 
areas still report frost. 
of normal. Hay fair to good. Wheat mostly fair. 
Oat seeding delayed due to cold, wet soils. 
Maple sugaring season extended in northern 
areas. Tree fruits wintered well. Vineyards 
show adequate fruiting wood, no winter injury. 
Some vegetable planting, mostly onions on muck. 
Cold tolerant vegetables going in on upland 
soils. Major farm activities: Plowing, planting 
as weather permits; pruning, fertilizing, 
planting fruit trees; planting cold season 
vegetable crops; tending livestock; machinery 
preparation for spring plowing, planting. 


Soil moisture 
Late spring has 

fertilizing. Many 
Pasture condition 76% 


NORTH CAROLINA: Temperatures above normal. 
Extremes 31°; 87°. Precipitation 0.02 to 1.86. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.8. Soil moisture 
1% very short, 33% short, 66% adequate. Crop 
condition: Wheat 1% poor, 9% fair, 86% good, 4% 
excellent; Oats 11% fair, 88% good, 1% 
excellent; Barley 10% fair, 87% good, 3% 
excellent; Rye 9% fair, 90% good, 1% excellent; 
Pasture 29% fair, 70% good, 1% excellent; 
Tobacco Plant Beds 1% poor, 14% fair, 82% good, 
3% excellent; Irish Potatoes 3% poor, 31% 
fair, 66% good; Peaches 7% very poor, 38% poor, 
38% fair, 17% good; Truck Crops 2% poor, 26% 
fair, 72% good. Corn Planted 54%, 51% 1991, 36% 
avg.; Cotton Planted 1%, 7% 1991, 6% avg.; Flue 
cured tobacco transplanted 9%, 16% 1991, 11% 
avg. Wheat headed 10%, 27% 1991, 18% avg. 
Tobacco plant bed supplies 100% adequate. 
roughage supplies 3% short, 93% adequate, 
surplus. Livestock feed from pastures 56%. Major 
activities: Land preparation; planting corn; 
transplanting flue cured tobacco. Other 
activities: Tending tobacco beds; topdressing, 
spraying small grains; fertilizing pastures; 
planting cotton, truck crops; tending livestock; 
transplanting Christmas trees; equipment repair; 
general farm maintenance. 
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NORTH DAKOTA: Much of the State was cool with 
scattered precipitation. Temperatures 5° below 
normal northeast to 1° above normal northwest. 
Extremes 3° northeast; 72° northwest, west 
central. Precipitation 0.07 in. northeast, 
central to 0.49 in. northwest. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 3.4. Topsoil 22% 
short, 73% adequate, 5% surplus. Subsoil 6% 
very short, 41% short, 53% adequate. Planting 
progress of most crops about average. Hard red 
spring wheat 15% planted, 25% 1991, 15% avg.; 
durum wheat 3%, 9% 1991, 6% avg.; oats 15%, 15% 
1991, 12% avg.; barley 10%, 28% 1991, 14% avg.; 
sugarbeets 4%, 5% 1991, 14% avg. Winter wheat 
9% poor, 57% fair, 34% good; 30% dormant, 70% 
green. Livestock condition mostly good; 
calving 83% complete, lambing 86%, shearing 
91%. Nearly all range livestock received 
supplemental feed. Pastures 81% dormant. 
Stockwater supplies 2% very short, 16% short, 
82% adequate. 


OHIO: Temperatures normal in the northwest 
to 9° above normal in the south. Lows mostly in 
the 40s to 50s. Southern areas had some days of 
80°. Most places received at least 1.00 in. of 
rainfall. Parts of the southeast however, 
reported 0.50 in. or less. Bare soil temper- 
atures at the 4 in. depth: 60° maximum to 40° 
minimum. Temperatures under grass a few 
degrees cooler. 

State received several days of sunshine which 
improved wheat condition slightly. However, 
more than normal number of fields are being 
destroyed due to poor stands. Several acres of 
alfalfa are being replanted due to poor 
germination last fall. Corn planting came to 
abrupt stop by weekend due to heavy rains. 
Despite recent rains subsoil moisture is still 
a major concern throughout the State. 


OKLAHOMA : Temperatures 4° above normal 
southwest to 9° above normal southeast, east 
central. Precipitation 0.57 in. Panhandle to 
Soth in.central. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Topsoil 42% 
short, 56% adequate, 2% surplus. Subsoil 26% 
short, 74% adequate. Wheat 47% fair, 53% good; 
98% jointing, 92% 1991, 84% avg.; 45% heading, 
42% 1991, 21% avg. Corn 32% planted, 42% 1991, 
33% avg.; 10% emerged, 11% 1991, 16% avg. Crop 
insect activity light to moderate. Cattle 
condition good; marketings average; prices 
mostly lower. 


OREGON : Temperatures 7° above normal western 
locations; 4° above normal east of the 
Cascades. Precipitation heavy statewide; 4.30 
in. coast, northern Cascades. 3.70 in. High 
Plateau 4.40 in., western areas 1.50 to 2.00, 
eastern areas 0.50 in. 

Soil moisture 28% short, 
surplus. 


66% adequate, 6% 
Winter wheat 5% poor, 19% fair, 58% 
good, 18% excellent. Barley 77% planted. 
Small grain seeding completed or nearly 
complete; field cultivation ahead of normal. 
Physiological leaf spot reported, winter 
wheat. Frost damaged many fruit, nut blossoms, 
east of Cascades. Apricot, cherry blossoms 
damaged by frost, Blue Mountain Valleys. 
Cherry, walnut frost damage reported, Jackson 
County. Hood River Valley used frost 
protection measures 19th. Anjou pears full 
bloom upper Hood River Valley. Sprays for 
scab, blight, spider mites applied, Medford. 
Heavy rains have slowed fruit pollination, 
Willamette Valley. Onions planting continued, 


statewide; early sweet corn planting continued, 
western areas; some early potato planting 
underway, statewide. Livestock condition good; 
moving to spring pastures. Stock water con- 
tinues to be short, eastern areas. Statewide 
pasture, range 87% of normal. 


PENNSYLVANIA: 
prevailed. 


Above average temperatures 
Precipitation was slightly above 
normal. Temperature 50°, 4° above normal. 
Extremes 18°; 79°. Precipitation 0.85 in., 0.03 
in. above normal. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5. 
22% short, 78% adequate, 
40% complete, 46% 1991, 40% avg. Corn 0% 
planted, 1% 1991, 2% avg. Oats 35% planted, 46% 
1991, 43% avg. Potatoes 12% planted, 24% 1991, 
22% avg. Tobacco beds 75% planted, 62% 1991, 70% 
avg. Barley 98% pre-boot, 97% 1991, 98% avg.; 2% 
boot, 3% 1991, 2% avg. Wheat 99% pre-boot, 99% 
1991, 99% avg.; 1% boot, 1% 1991, 1% avg. Wheat 
crop condition 2% very poor, 7% poor, 23% fair, 
59% good, 9% excellent. Hay stands mostly fair 
to good. Alfalfa first cutting 0% complete, 0% 
1991, 0% avg. Feed from pastures 25% very poor, 
21% poor, 40% fair, 14% good. Peaches 87% pre- 
pink, 41% 1991, 6Gl%avo.; 13% pink, 32% 1991, 23% 
avg.;°0% full bloom or past, 27% 1991, 16% avg. 
Cherries 89% pre-pink, 46% 1991, 66% avg.; 11% 
pink, 34% 1991, 23% avg.; 0% full bloom or past, 
20% 1991, 11% avg. Apples 94% pre-pink, 73% 
1991, 85% avg.; 6% pink, 23% 1991, 14% avg.; 0% 
full bloom or past, 4% 1991, 1% avg. Activities: 
Spring plowing; planting crops; planting tobacco 
beds; repairing fence; hauling manure; spreading 
fertilizer; maintaining machinery; caring for 
livestock. 


Soil moisture 
none surplus. Plowing 


PUERTO RICO: No weather data available. 
SOUTH CAROLINA: 
2 to 6 -above 
statewide. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.2. Soil moisture 
5% very short, 54% short, 41% adequate. Tobacco 
fair to good; 40% planted, 63% 1991, 50% avg. 
Corn fair to good; 86% planted, 78% 1991, 78% 
avg. Watermelons fair; 76% planted, 78% 1991, 
75% avg. Cantaloupes fair to good; 57% pJanted, 
65% 1991, 60% avg. Tomatoes fair to good; 88% 
planted, 88% 1991, 91% avg. Cucumbers fair to 
good; 61% planted, 66% 1991, 68% avg. Snap beans 
fair to good; 42% planted, 49% 1991, 50% avg. 
Oats fair to good; 33% headed, 49% 1991, 45% avg. 
Wheat fair to good; 24% headed, 50% 1991, 41% 
avg. Rye fair to good; 5% turning, color, -3% 
L991, (O08 ‘aVvg:. Grain hay fair to..goods 7% 
harvested, 8% 1991, 6% avg. Pastures fair to 
good. Some disease, cereal leaf beetle damage 
in small grains. 


Temperatures across the State 
normal. Rainfall. 0.30 En. 


SOUTH DAKOTA: Temperatures normal to 5° below 
normal east of the Missouri River; normal to 5° 
above normal west of the river last week. 
Extremes 13°; 86°. Precipitation, light showers 
across the State turning to snow in some areas, 
with substantial amounts reported. The largest 
amounts were widely dispersed. Maximum 2.65 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 4.6. Topsoil 7% 
critical, 40% short, 51% adequate, 2% surplus. 
Subsoil 14% critical, 35% short, 50% adequate, 
1% surplus. Rye 1% very poor, 9% poor, 21% fair, 
56% good, 13% excellent. Small grain seeding is 
ahead of normal. Winter wheat winterkill aver- 
aged 32% across the State. The winterkill, poor 
conditions are being reported in some areas as a 
result of dry planting conditions. Livestock 3% 
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fair, 78% good, 19% excellent. Pasture 81% of 
normal, as many reporters noted very little 
growth due to cool, dry conditions. Cows 
calved, 69%. Sheep lambed, 80%. 


TENNESSEE : Warm, dry conditions prevailed. 
Precipitation light and scattered. Below 
normal precipitation prevailed Statewide. 
Warmest areas were west, middle. High temper- 
atures were mainly in the 80s. Lows averaged 
from the mid 40s east to mid 50s west. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.0. Soil 
moisture 20% short, 79% adequate, 1% surplus. 
Corn 42% planted, 10% 1991, 21% avg. Tobacco 
83% plants up, 78% 1991, 84% avg. Cotton 1% 
planted, 1% 1991, 1% avg. Wheat 73% jointed, 
74% 1991, 82% avg.; 3% headed, 8% 1991, 9% avg. 
Livestock rated mostly good. 


TEXAS : Heaviest rains took place over 
Southern, Eastern Texas this past weekend. 
Vigorous system sent disturbances’ through 
unstable air that built up over the State. 
Heavy downpours occurred over Southwest Texas 
through Upper Coastal. Cooler air focused rain 
over south central, eastern areas. Largest 
concentration of rainfall occurred in central 
portion of State as cold front edged its way 
eastward. Greatest departures occurred in 
South Central, Southern, Upper Coastal growing 
areas. Only part of State with deficiency of 
rain from normal for the week was the north 
central area. 

Crops: Small grain fields improved with 
scattered showers and warm temperatures. Most 
fields approaching late joint to early boot 
stage. Some fields continued to head. Many 
fields plagued by lead rust and insect damage. 
Dryland wheat fields on the Plains need 
additional rain to promote good _ growth. 
Statewide wheat condition 85% normal compared 
with 58% 1991. Corn planting progressed 
rapidly in the High Plains. Cultivating and 
fertilizing on emerged fields in the Blacklands 
and South Texas. Stands on emerged fields 
excellent. Some problems reported with 
cutworms in the Blacklands. Statewide corn 
condition 88% normal compared with 87% 1991. 
Grain sorghum planting full swing in the 
Blacklands, Central Texas. Planting nearing 
completion in the Coastal Bend. Fields in Hill 
Country germinating, looking good. Also 
cultivating, fertilizing on some _ fields. 
Yellow sugarcane aphids caused some minor 
damage. Statewide sorghum condition rated 79% 
normal compared with Sis 193%. Cotton 
planting active in South Texas, Blacklands. 
Some early planted fields emerged. Preplanting 
preparations continued on the Plains although 
additional moisture would help. Rice planting 
increased along the Upper Coast, Central Texas. 
Early planted fields emerged. 

Commercial Vegetables: Rio Grande Valley, 
onion harvest continued. Tomatoes, peppers 
have minor insect problems. Melons progressing 
well. High Plains, onion, potato planting 
continued. Onion sets progressing well and 
potatoes emerging. Trans Pecos, chile planting 
continued. Onions, melons progressing. East 
Texas, planting continued with good weather 
conditions. Peach crop looks great. Most 
trees excellent fruit set. Producers thinning, 
spraying due to heavy fruit set. 

Range  and_ Livestock: Range, pasture 
conditions improved as grasses fertilized. 
Grasses provide good forage. Some small grain 
fields cut for hay. Sheep shearing began. 








UTAH: Temperature maximums 10° above normal, 
minimums 12° above normal. Light precipitation 
occurred in all regions except Dixie, where none 
was reported. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.6. Soil moisture 
64% short, 36% adequate. Spring wheat planted 
98%, 83% 1991. Spring wheat 42% emerged. Barley 
planted 93%, 82% 1991. Barley emerged 45%, 37% 
1991. Oats planted 65%, 59% 1991. Oats emerged 
32%, 23% 1991. Winter wheat 80% good, 20% 
adequate. Winter wheat height 6.9 in. Corn 
planted 15%, 4% 1991. Alfalfa height 7.5 in., 
ace i868. TSst. Tart cherries 95% full bloom, 
peaches 83% full bloom, apples 71% full bloom. 
Calving 88% complete. Lambing in farm, range 
flocks 92%, 46% respectively. Farm flocks 
sheared 87%, range flocks sheared 68%. Range, 
pasture 83% normal. 


VIRGINIA: Temperatures 15° above normal the 
first, last of the week. Temperatures 8 to 11° 
below normal the middle of the week. Extremes 
28°; 90°. Scattered showers, thunderstorms over 
the State. > 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.7. Topsoil 54% 
short, 46% adequate. Pastures 13% poor, 50% 
fair, 34% good, 3% excellent. Alfalfa 15% poor, 
59% fair, 26% good. Barley 3% poor, 65% fair, 
32% good. Wheat 3% poor, 37% fair, 57% good, 3% 
excellent. Apples, peaches good. Tobacco 
plantbed 69% fair, 31% good. Some cool nights 
affecting tobacco plants. Other hay 14% poor, 
62% fair, 24% good. corn 25% planted, 25% 1991, 
16% avg. Corn 34% fair, 66% good. Planting snap 
beans, cucumbers, tomatoes, tending tobacco 
plantbeds, fertilizing, liming fields, planting 
corn. 


WASHINGTON : Temperatures 2 to 7° above normal 
west; 1° below to 5° above normal east. 
Precipitation 1.16 to 3.59 in. west; 0.23 to 
1.33 in. Gast. 

Days suitable for fieldwork Pe Soil 
moisture 13% short, 86% adequate, 1% surplus. 
Hay, other roughage 4% short, 86% adequate, 10% 
surplus. Range, pasture 45% fair, 55% good. 
Winter wheat 40% fair, 60% good. Winter barley 
9% fair, 91% good. Potatoes 40% planted, 38% 
1991, 41% avg. Spring wheat 96% planted, 80% 
1991, 81% avg.; 84% emerged, 51% 1991, 56% avg. 
Spring barley 97% planted, 70% 1991, 69% avg.; 
75% emerged, 31% 1991, 40% avg. Dry peas 85% 
planted, 44% 1991, 48% avg. Weekly showers 
replenish soil moisture; hinder fieldwork. 
Rains timely, help establish good spring crop 
stands. Fruit trees thinned; spreading, 
training underway. Apple petals falling Grant 
county. Pea planting, asparagus cutting slowed 
due to rain. Range, pasture growth enhanced by 
precipitation. Calving, lambing nearly complete. 


WEST VIRGINIA: Temperature 58°. Extremes 23°; 
85°. Precipitation 0.56 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 4.3, Soil moisture 
25% short, 65% adequate, 10% surplus. Tobacco 
beds good. 54% planted, 18% emerged. Garden 
good, 15% planted, 3% emerged. Wheat good. 
Barley good. Corn 48% planted, 15% emerged. Oats 
20% planted, 8% emerged. Hay 7% very poor, 14% 
poor, 61% fair, 18% good. Apple fair. Peach 
fair. Pasture 20% very poor, 20% poor, 60% fair; 
66% of normal. Hay feed supplies, adequate. 
Other feed supplies, adequate. Cattle 28% fair, 
72% good. Sheep 11% fair, 87% good, 2% 
excellent. Cows calved, 87%. Sheep lambed, 90%. 
Farm activities: Maintenance, plowing, fehcing, 
fertilizing, calving, working cattle, lambing. 
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WISCONSIN: Temperature 41°; 4° below normal. normal in the southwest, northwest regions of 
Extremes 1°; 72°. Precipitation 1.10 to 2.10 in. the State. Elsewhere precipitation was well 
for fieldwork 0.6. Rainy below normal. 

soil temperatures delayed Days suitable for fieldwork 5.7. Topsoil 60% 

for yet another week. Some farmers in short, 40% adequate. Spring wheat 54% planted, 

h were able to get into fields early in 42% 1991, 35% avg. Oats 36% planted, 38% 1991, 

there is still snow in the northwest 33% avg. Barley 75% planted, 70% 1991, 66% avg. 

. Soil moisture 52% adequate, 48% Sugarbeets 59% planted, 59% 1991, 43% avg. Corn 

Intended spring tillage 10% complete, 4% planted, 1% 1991, 1% avg. Potatoes 25% 

19% 5-yr avg. Oats 8% planted, 10% planted, 21% 1991, 10% avg. Winter wheat 1% 

Early assessment of damage to poor, 36% fair, 63% good. Light russian wheat 

reported no damage, 4% with aphid and grasshopper infestations in winter 

mag with moderate damage, 76% wheat. Heavy in isolated areas. Livestock 

severe damage. Alfalfa came through condition good to excellent. Spring calves born 

nter with moderate to light damage. The 75%, 80% 1991, 77% avg. Farm flock ewes lambed 

northern districts are showing less damage than 86%, 89% 1991, 85% avg.; shorn 82%, 77% 1991, 77% 

other areas. avg. Range flock ewes lambed 35%, 39% 1991, 42% 

avg.; shorn 62%, 57% 1991, 595% avg. Calf, lamb 

WYOMING: Warm across State, temperatures 1 death losses light to normal. Ranges, pastures 
to 13° above normal. Precipitation was near good to excellent. 
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International Weather and Crop Summary 
HIGHLIGHTS 


April 12 - 18, 1992 


FORMER USSR: Greening in winter grains advances 
further north. Spring fieldwork accelerates, 
helped by mostly dry weather. 


EUROPE: Beneficial rain 
northwest and southeast. 
Iberian Peninsula. 


helps crops in the 
Dryness returns to the 


NORTHWESTERN AFRICA: Dry weather returns to 
winter grain areas in Morocco and western Algeria. 


Showers benefit filling crops in eastern Algeria 
and Tunisia. 


SOUTH AFRICA: Rain improves planting conditions 
in eastern winter wheat areas. 


SOUTH ASIA: Widely scattered rain has no major 
impact on winter harvests. 





WESTERN USSR 
TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) 
(Sam = 1 incH) 


APR (2 - 18, 1992 








EASTERN ASIA: Soil moisture continu 
depleted across the main wheat 
weather prevails across southern 
drying of flooded fields. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: 
Indochina. 


Scattered showers 


AUSTRALIA: Favorable harvest weather 
SOUTH AMERICA: Persistent heavy rains 
Brazil cause soybean harvest delays, 
possible crop damage. Dryness aids 
harvesting across Argentina. 





EUROPE " 
TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mii) 45 
(25mm = 1 INCH) 


APR 12 - 18. 1992 





MOA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATMER FACILITY 
BASED ON PRELININART RgpOETS 





FORMER USSR: Little, if any, precipitation 
covered southern and eastern Ukraine, the northern 
tip of North Caucasus, lower Volga, and Black 
Soils Region, allowing spring grain sowing to 
progress without delay. Usually, the bulk of 
spring grains are planted during April in crop 
areas west of the Ural mountains. Planting begins 
in the south and progresses northward. Greatest 
amounts of moisture (10-25 mm) fell over crop 
areas in western Ukraine, southern North Caucasus, 
northwestern Belorus, and Northwest’ Region. 
Greening in winter grains advanced as far north as 
Belorus and Black Soils Region. Winter grains in 
western North Caucasus entered the jointing stage. 
Weekly average temperatures were 2-4 degrees 
Celsius (C) below normal in eastern Ukraine, North 
Caucasus, and lower Volga, and near normal over 
the remainder of the region. 


EUROPE: Periodic light rain benefited 
of the United Kingdom, France 
countries, Germany, and Italy’s P 


areas 
Benelux 
V. Weekly 


growth and early spring plant 
prevailed over most of the ri 
where moisture reserves are still 
the summer dry season. Spring 

some much needed _ topsoil 
southwest, however. Light rain 
covered much of the northeast, 
Hungary. Eastern Hungary has been ¢ 
in March and early April. B i 
this week in Romania and G 

heavy rain (50-100 mm) fell 
Adriatic region from southwes 
northwestern Greece. The rainfé 
helpful to crops in Greece 
experienced winter dryness. 
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NORTHWESTERN AFRICA: Winter grains ranged from 
maturing to filling over the region. Dry weather 
returned to winter grain areas in Morocco and 
western Algeria, following 3 weeks of beneficial 
rain. Light to moderate rain (7-42 mm) prevailed 
over crop areas in eastern Algeria and Tunisia. 
Those winter grains still in the filling stage 
would benefit from additional moisture. Weekly 
average temperatures were 2-7 degrees C below 
normal in Algeria and Tunisia and 1-3 degrees C 
above normal in Morocco. 


SOUTH ASIA 
TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) 
(25mm = 1 INCH) 


APR 12 - 18, 1992 








oa 





- ene eienimey sued 
il 





BASED On PRELIMINARY REPORTS AND SATELLITE IMAGERY BOM/USBA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY 








SOUTH ASIA: Rainfall was widely scattered across 
the region, having no major impact on winter grain 
and oilseed harvests. A band of light to moderate 
showers (10-50 mm, with isolated totals exceeding 
100 mm) extended from southern Bangladesh through 
India’s eastern states, boosting early irrigation 
reserves for rice planting. Temperatures 
continued above normal in central and southern 
India, with stressful high temperatures (40-43 
degrees C) common from Andhra Pradesh to Bihar. 
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SOUTH AFRICA: Light to moderate rain (10-38 mm) 
from eastern Cape Province to. south-central 
Transvaal improved topsoil moisture for winter 
wheat planting. Showers in southern Cape Province 
were highly variable (10-116 mm) and limited to 
coastal areas. Temperatures continued 2-4 degrees 
C above normal in primary corn areas, enhancing 
crop drydown. 
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EASTERN ASIA: 
North China 


Little or no rain fell across the 
Plain, where developing to 
reproductive winter wheat is depleting soil 
moisture. Without significant moisture soon, 
wheat yield potentials will decline. Light rain 
(less than 10 mm) caused little delay in spring 
wheat planting across Manchuria and the northwest. 
Scattered rain (18-42 mm) fell over southern 
China, keeping irrigation supplies high. 
Guangdong finally received drier weather (6-12 mm) 
after many weeks of heavy rain. Weekly 
temperatures averaged 2-4 degrees C above normal 
across central China and near normal elsewhere. 
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SOUTHEAST ASIA: Scattered showers moved into 
southern Indochina, with rainfall totaling 5-32 mm 
from eastern Thailand southward. However, 
unseasonably warm, dry conditions persisted in 
Thailand’s western corn areas, threatening delays 
in next month’s plantings. Further south, most 
data were missing from Malaysia and Indonesia, but 
satellite imagery depicted a decline in convective 
activity from recent weeks. Normally during 
April, seasonal drying in Indonesia and Malaysia 
and wetter conditions in Indochina are expected as 
the Intertropical Convergence Zone begins its 
northward trek. In the Philippines, scattered 
showers (5-50 mm or more) benefited crop regions 
of northern Luzon but- rainfall was light 
elsewhere. Following drier-than-normal conditions 
Since last fall, timely summer rains are needed 
across the Philippines for rice and corn planting, 
usually in full swing during May. 





AUSTRALIA: Dry conditions prevailed across 
eastern Australia favoring summer crop harvesting. 
Scattered light to moderate showers (33-82 mm) 
fell across the major northeastern sugarcane 
region. The current wet season, which is just now 
ending across northern and northeastern Australia, 
has been drier than normal, reducing sugarcane 
yield potentials. Moderate showers (25-75 mm) 
recharged soil moisture across portions of the 
western wheat areas. Weekly temperatures averaged 
1-2 degrees C above normal across the eastern crop 
areas. 
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SOUTH AMERICA: Heavy rains (40-110 mm) continued 
across Rio Grande do Sul in southern Brazil, with 
isolated heavier amounts (over 200 mm) in the 
southern part of the state. The persistent rain 
has caused soybean harvest delays and flooding 
along with reduced seed quality and possible crop 
damage. Drier weather is needed to forego further 
delays and damage. Moderate to heavy showers (27- 
95 mm) fell across Mato Grosso do Sul, delaying 
soybean harvesting. Most of Parana and Sao Paulo 
received only light rain (less than 10 mm), 
causing only minor summer crop harvest delays. 
Dry conditions continued across central Argentina, 
favoring soybean, corn, and sunflower harvesting. 
Light to moderate rain (10-29 mm) fell across the 
north, delaying cotton harvesting. Weekly 
temperatures averaged near normal across the crop 
areas of Brazil and central Argentina. 
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PERCENT OF NORMAL PRECIPITATION Western U.S. Rainy Season Summary 
October 1, 1991 - April , 1992 
ee) oe 3 See 


Drier-than-normal weather has prevailed across the 
Northwest since October 1, 1991, heightening 
moisture concerns for the summer. In Oregon, 22 
of 36 counties, including all of those east of the 
Cascades, have declared drought emergencies, as 
the State’s 27 major irrigation reservoirs dropped 
to a cumulative level of 53 percent of normal by 
the end of March. Similar conditions exist in 
central and southern Idaho, where’ reservoir 
storage is less than 50 percent of normal. 
Northern California has fared only slightly 
better. Wet season precipitation in the Sierra 
Nevada has averaged about three-fourths of normal. 


In contrast, the Southwest has been much wetter 
than normal since October 1, 1991. Stormy periods 
in late December, early January, February, and 
March pushed rainfall to more than twice normal in 
southern sections of California, Nevada, and 
Arizona. 








Rainfall in the Northwest during the past 2 weeks 
has moistened topsoils and provided short-term 
relief, but long-term drought continues throughout 
most of the region. Looking ahead to the May to 
September period, coastal areas are normally quite 
oe dry, while areas east of the Cascades and Sierra 
100% and 200% Nevada typically have a secondary precipitation 
, maximum during the spring months. For example, in 
Shaded areas Oregon, May to September precipitation accounts 
received under 100 for about 15 percent of the annual total along the 
75% of normal coast, but almost 30 percent in the east. 
precipitation Tinker/CAC 














--Brad Rippey 
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